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More interesting to him than school was the British
Museum collection of minerals, where he worked occa-
sionally with his Jameson's Dictionary. By this time he
had a fair student's collection of his own, and he increased
it by picking up specimens at Matlock or Clifton or in the
Alps, wherever he went; for he was not short of pocket-
money : he earned enough by scribbling even if his father
were not always ready to indulge his fancy. He took the
greatest pains over his catalogues, and wrote elaborate
accounts of the various minerals in a shorthand he invented
out of Greek letters and crystal forms.

Grafted on this mineralogy, and stimulated by the Swiss
tour, was a new interest in physical geology; which his
father so far approved as to give him Saussure's Voyages
dans les Alpes for his birthday in 1834. In this book he
found the complement of Turner's vignettes, something
like a key to the " reason why " of all the wonderful forms
and marvellous mountain-architecture of the Alps,

In our hills of the north these things do not so obviously
call for explanation ; but no intelligent boy could look long
and intently at the crags of Lauterbrunnen and the peaks
of Savoy without feeling that their twisted strata present
a problem which arouses all his curiosity. And this boy
was by no means content with a superficial sentiment of
grandeur. He tried to understand the causes of it, to get
at the secrets of the structure; and found poetry in that
mystery of the mountains, no less than in their storms
and sunrises. He soon wrote a short essay on the subject,
and had the pleasure of seeing it in print, in Loudon's
Magazine of Natural History tot March 1834, along with
another bit of his writing, asking for information on the
cause of the colour of the Rhine-water. It was rather
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